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TO: Sandy Guryan, Deputy Superintendent/Chief Administrative Officer 

 Cynthia Paris Jeffries, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 

  

FROM:  Julie Kirrane, Long-Range Planning Manager 

 Sean Mannion, Senior Budget Analyst 

  

DATE: February 19, 2016 

 

RE: Analysis of Buffer Zone Options for Memorial-Spaulding 

 

 

The November 2015 five-year projected enrollments for Memorial-Spaulding, and the corresponding 

theoretical distribution of elementary class sizes, indicate potential class sizes of up to 24 and 25 students 

in 2016-17, and up to 26 and 27 students in 2017-18.  After 2018-19, the projections include students 

from the new Kessler Woods housing development that is currently under construction.  The following is 

a brief analysis of buffer zone options for Memorial-Spaulding Elementary School that may help the 

district to manage class sizes there. 

 

Memorial-Spaulding currently has two buffer zones with both abutting elementary districts.  There is a 

small six-street area that is a buffer zone with Countryside.  There is a larger buffer zone with Bowen that 

was added in 2014-15 to relieve crowding at Bowen.  Only three students currently reside in the 

Countryside-Memorial Spaulding buffer zone and all attend Memorial-Spaulding.  There are 64 students 

residing in the Bowen-Memorial Spaulding buffer zone in 2015-16 and five students attend Memorial-

Spaulding; there was one student placed at Memorial-Spaulding in 2014-15. 

 

With the student assignment changes that are now in effect, an enrollment shift to Angier and Zervas is 

planned, with relief over time expected at both Bowen and Countryside as a result.  The two existing 

buffer zones could become more useful tools, especially if the buffer zone with Countryside could be 

expanded. 

 

Using the district’s mapping tool, an enlarged buffer zone was drawn to include additional streets west of 

Greenwood Street and south of Littlefield Road, including two small streets connecting Littlefield Road 

and Greenwood Street.  A map of the current buffer zone and a potential expanded buffer zone is 

attached.  The current school attendance profile of the students residing in this area is below.  In 2015-16, 

there are 34 students residing in the expanded buffer zone area.  To estimate future kindergarten and 

students moving in, a simple average based on current attendance suggests there may be the opportunity 

to shift 6 students to Countryside, if space permits. 

 

 
 

Expanded Countryside- Memorial Spaulding Buffer Zone

School K 1 2 3 4 5 Total Average
Average 

Rounded

Bowen ES 1 1 2 0.33 0

Countryside ES 1 1 0.17 0

Memorial-Spaulding ES 8 2 3 3 10 5 31 5.17 5

Total Students 8 2 4 4 11 5 34 5.67 6



 
Current Bowen-Memorial-Spaulding Buffer Zone and Countryside-Memorial-Spaulding Buffer Zone: 

 
 

Potential Expanded Countryside-Memorial Spalding Buffer Zone: 

 

Bowen-Countryside 

Bowen-Memorial Spaulding 

Countryside-Memorial Spaulding 
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Memorandum 
 
 
 

To: David Fleishman, Superintendent of Schools 
 
From:  Cynthia Paris Jeffries, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 
 
Date: February 23, 2016 
 
Re: Expansion of Memorial-Spaulding Buffer Zone 
              
 
Attached is an analysis of buffer zone options for Memorial-Spaulding completed by Julie 
Kirrane, Long-Range Planning Manager, and Sean Mannion, Senior Budget Analyst, intended to 
provide relief from potential increases in class size over the next two school years.  In addition, 
the new housing development, Kessler Woods, currently under construction may have 
implications for class size at Memorial-Spaulding after the 2018-2019 school year.   
 
The current Memorial-Spaulding buffer zone with Bowen and Countryside has yielded a small 
number of students and is not expected to have a big impact on lowering class size.  The analysis 
suggests that the Bowen and Countryside buffer zones with Memorial-Spaulding could be a 
more useful tool if the buffer zone with Countryside is expanded.  As a result, the 
recommendation of both Julie Kirrane and Sean Mannion is to enlarge the Memorial-Spaulding 
buffer zone beginning in 2016-2017.   Using an average based on current attendance there is a 
possibility to shift six (6) students to Countryside, if space permits, this coming school year.  It 
is anticipated that this expansion also has the potential to create more flexibility in student 
placement at Memorial-Spaulding in the coming years. 
 
At this time, based on the current analysis, I am recommending that the School Committee 
consider expanding the Memorial-Spaulding buffer zone beginning with the 2016-2017 school 
year as outlined in the attached memorandum. 
 
CPJ:mm 
 
 

 
 
 
 


	Buffer Zone Analysis_MemSpaulding_2_19_16
	SC MS Buffer Zone 22316

